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Cast of Characters: 
 

♦  Reporters #1 and #2   ♦   Addie Mae-- a young girl    ♦   Denise – Addie’s friend 
♦  Mr. Moore – Addie’s father   ♦    Mrs. Moore – Addie’s mother 

♦  Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  ♦   Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth   ♦   Rev. Charles Billups 
♦  Police Commissioner Bull Conner   ♦   Captain Evans   ♦   Teacher  ♦   Marchers 

 
 

 
 

Scene One 
Birmingham, April 1963 

 
REPORTER #1: We’re here at the city jail 
in Birmingham, Alabama. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. has just been released. 
 
REPORTER #2: Here comes City 
Commissioner Eugene Conner. Mr. 
Conner? Mr. Conner? Why was Dr. King 
arrested? 
 
CONNER: He broke a court order 
banning protests.

 
REPORTER #2: How many others have 
been arrested? 
 
CONNER: Just a few hundred so far. 
 
REPORTER #2: What will happen if the 
marches continue? 
 
CONNER: Blood will run in the street! 
 
REPORTER #1: There’s Dr. King.  Dr. 
King?  What are you trying to 
accomplish? 
 
DR. KING: An end to segregation. 
Birmingham is the most segregated city 
in America.  
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REPORTER #1: Will you continue the 
marches? 
 
DR. KING: Absolutely. Once we’ve filled 
the jails, we’ll fill downtown with a sea 
of black faces not spending any money. 
 
REPORTER #1: What of Mr. Conner’s 
statement that blood will run in the 
street? 
 
DR. KING: He said that? Well, our 
crusaders are trained in non-violence. If 
blood runs in 
the street, it 
will be on Mr. 
Conner’s 
hands. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Scene Two 
The 16th Avenue Church 

 
SHUTTLESWORTH: Brothers and Sisters, 
America can hear the noise we’re 
makin’! 
 
MARCHERS (with fervor): That’s right! 
 
SHUTTLESWORTH:  Now is not the time 
to quiet down! 
 
MARCHERS: No, Sir! 
 

SHUTTLESWORTH: So let me introduce 
a booming voice in the Civil Rights 
Movement: fresh from the city jail, the 
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King! 
 
MARCHERS (while clapping): Yes, sir! 
 
ADDIE: Look, Mama, it’s Dr. King! 
 
DR. KING: When it comes to standing up 
for our civil rights, some say wait; the 
injustice of segregation will end in its 
own due time. But I say when it comes 
to segregation, a slow death is no death 
at all.  
 
MARCHERS: No, 
sir! 
 
DR. KING: We 
mustn’t let our crusade slow down.  So I 
want to challenge our high school and 
college students to bring their energy to 
the march. 
 

MARCHERS: That’s right! 
 

ADDIE: Do you hear that, Daddy.  He 
wants students to march, too. 
 

MR. MOORE: He said high school and 
college students, Addie, not eight year 
olds. 
 

DR. KING: There will be those that say 
asking our sons and daughters to march 
is wrong, but where is their concern 
when our children are living in poverty 
and suffering in bad schools?  

Dr. King preached non-
violence. He believed 

violent protests would 
only lead to more 

violence. 

“A slow death is no 
death at all.” What 

do you think Dr. King 
meant by this? 
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Based on real events, We Shall Overcome tells the story of Dr. 
King’s Birmingham Children’s Crusade, the 1963 protest in which 
authorities used fire hoses and police dogs to suppress crowds of 
students. Kids!  News reports and images from the events helped 
sway public opinion in favor of the Civil Rights Movement. Though 
aimed at grades 4 through 8, be sure to preview the content 
before assigning. Suitable for reader’s theater, podcast, or stage 
performance, it can be adapted to include music from the 
Crusade. The song, “We Shall Overcome,” comprises part of the 
action, so be sure to look for recordings on line. There are many 
versions; the lyrics on page 8 are Pete Seeger’s.  
 

Parts for 8 to 12 actors plus innumerable extras. The “marchers” 
are all the primary characters along with your extras. Though 
carefully-researched and based on the actual event, because the 
main characters (Addie and Denise) are fictional, the play is 
classified as historical fiction. 
 

 
 

Tech Note: Having trouble printing? Pictures not showing up? Try opening your PDF viewer (such as Adobe) 
before opening the product file. If this fails to fix the problem, visit the FAQ page on TpT or Etsy. 
 

Reproduction Rights: Thank you for respecting copyright. The original purchaser is licensed to reproduce 
one class set per year for use with his or her own class. Purchaser is NOT authorized to post it on Weebly or 
elsewhere except within password-protected environments accessible only to current students. Please visit 
ReadAloudPlays.com for more information about your license. 
 

Comprehension activity satisfying numerous CCSs appears on pages 10-12. Questions embedded in the 
text are designed to encourage discussion or to impart additional information.  
 

Extension Activities: 

 View photos from the protest. There are many posted online, but be sure to preview. Some images 
may be disturbing. Note, though, that the images of attack dogs and firehouses used against non-
violent protestors helped turn public opinion about the Civil Rights Movement. 

 Enact alongside other plays. Consider pairing with Gonna Let it Shine (Selma), In the Jailhouse with Dr. 
King (Montgomery), Sitting Down for Dr. King (Greensboro) or any of the other Civil Rights reader’s 
theater scripts from ReadAloudPlays.com.  

 Pair with Cynthia Levinson’s book, We’ve Got a Job: the 1963 Birmingham Children’s March, 
and Birmingham 1963: How a Photograph Rallied Civil Rights Support, by Shelley Tougas. 
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We Shall Overcome 
Story Pyramid / Sequence of Events 

 
Instructions: Cut out and arrange each box on the story pyramid based on the sequence of events 
from the play. Be careful: one of the events doesn’t fit on this pyramid. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Addie hears Dr. King speak 
again and she tells her parents 
that she feels called to join the 
march. Her father forbids her, 

but she insists. 

The determined marchers sing 
songs and kneel in prayer, 

causing the firemen and police 
to ignore Bull Conner’s orders 
and, instead, let the protesters  

pass into downtown. 

 
Addie’s teachers encourage the 

students to join the protests, 
saying children can make the 

same sacrifices as adults. 

When Dr. King is released from 
jail, he vows to continue 
marching for an end to 

segregation in Birmingham, but 
Bull Conner threatens that 

“Blood will run in the street.” 

Segregation begins to crumble 
in Birmingham. The President 

sends troops to keep the peace, 
but Addie’s friend Denise is 
killed when an angry person 

bombs a Sunday school. 

 

Addie marches alongside her 
mother, witnessing protesters 
getting blasted by fire hoses 
and being attacked by police 

dogs. 

 

Dr. King speaks to the 
congregation, calling on 

Birmingham’s high school and 
college students to join in the 

protest marches. 

 

Addie is afraid to leave school 
to join the protest march, but 
her friend Denise joins and is 
arrested along with nearly a 

thousand other children. 
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