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Cast: 
 

HISTORIAN  

ADULT DAVID – the Narrator 

DAVID NICHOLSON– a twelve year old boy 

MRS. NICHOLSON – David’s mother 

GRANDMA – David’s grandmother 

BINK – David’s six year old sister 

PROTESTER #1 

PROTESTER #2 

PROTESTER #3 

WAITRESS 

MAN #1 

MAN #2 

POLICEMAN 

 

 
 

Scene One 
 

ADULT DAVID: When I was a kid growing up 

in North Carolina, my mom would sometimes 

take us to the Woolworth for a special treat. 

 

 

 

 

HISTORIAN: In the 1960’s, Woolworth’s was 

one of many large department store chains with 

lunch counters. 

 

WAITRESS: Boy howdy. If it isn’t the 

Nicholson family back again. Weren’t you in 

here just last week?  

 

DAVID: Yes, ma’am. I’ve been getting’ good 

marks in school,  so we aim to celebrate! 

 

WAITRESS: Well what’ll it be? Rhubarb pie? 

Banana split? 

 

DAVID: Nope, we’ll have the usual. 

 

BINK: That’s right. The usual. 

 

ADULT DAVID: My little sister’s name is 

Emily, but we all call her Bink. 

 

MRS. NICHOLSON: Make that three, Gladys.
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WAITRESS: Three usuals comin’ right up. 

 
ADULT DAVID: There were lots of good 

things on the menu, but we always ordered 

Woolworth’s famous strawberry shortcake. 

Nobody loved it more than Bink.  

 
WAITRESS: Why look at that girl eat!  You’d 

think she’d never tasted strawberry shortcake 

before! 

 
ADULT DAVID: Sometimes I think Bink got 

more on her face than in her mouth. 

 
MRS. NICHOLSON: Slow down, Bink. 

You’re making 

a mess. 

 
WAITRESS: 
Never you 

mind about the 

mess, littl’un. 

You just go 

right on 

enjoying 

yourself.  

 
DAVID: She’ll 

be ready for 

seconds before 

we’re even half 

done! 

 

BINK: This is good stuff! 

 
ADULT DAVID: On that particular day, 

though, something we’d never seen before 

happened. Four black men sat down at the lunch 

counter.  

 
HISTORIAN: Though black people were 

allowed in the store, they weren’t allowed to sit 

at the lunch counter.  

 
PROTESTOR #1: Excuse me, ma’am, we’d 

each like a cup of coffee. 

 

PROTESTOR #2: And how about some of 

what they’re having? 
 

PROTESTOR #3: That’s right, some of that 

famous strawberry shortcake! 
 

WAITRESS: Now boys, you know we don’t 

seat coloreds here. 
 

PROTESTOR #2: Pardon me for askin’, 

ma’am, but why is that? Why can’t people like 

us sit down at your lunch counter? 
 

WAITRESSS: That’s just the way it is. If you 

don’t like it, you can go somewhere else. 
 

ADULT 

DAVID: At 

this, my little 

sister suddenly 

stopped eating. 

 

PROTESTER 

#1: You know 

it’s the same 

everywhere 

else. 
 

HISTORIAN: 

Because of 

“Jim Crow” 

laws, black 

people weren’t 

allowed in many places, especially restaurants. 

Often times they weren’t allowed in the same 

parks or beaches, or even the same churches as 

white people. 
 

PROTESTOR #3: We don’t think it’s right.  
 

PROTESTOR #2: So we don’t plan on leaving 

until we get served. 
 

WAITRESS: Suit yourself, boys. But you 

won’t be getting’ any shortcake today. 
 

BINK: Why can’t they have any shortcake, 

mama?  

In the 1960’s The Greensboro Woolworths was one of many 

department stores with lunch counters.  (Photo in the Public Domain) 
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Originally published in the January 2003 issue of 
Scholastic’s Storyworks magazine, Sitting Down for Dr. 

King’s dramatic conclusion has made it one of the most 
frequently republished in the Civil Rights series. Set during the 
Greensboro Lunch Counter Sit-ins of 1960, the event is viewed 
through the eyes of a middle class white boy who gets angry 
when the protests prevents him from enjoying his family 
celebration at the Woolworth. As the events unfold, he begins 
to understand the plight of the young protesters, choosing in 
the end to stand with them. Though carefully-researched and 
based on the actual event, because the play is classified as 
historical fiction. It can be adapted for reader’s theater, 
podcast, or stage performance. From seven to fourteen parts, 
use it with students in grades 4 through 8 to improve fluency, 
build comprehension, and engage learners.  
 

 
 

Tech Note: Having trouble printing? Pictures not showing up? Try opening your PDF viewer (such as 

Adobe) before opening the file containing this play. If this fails to fix the problem, visit the FAQ page 

on TeachersPayTeachers.com. Also, to maintain photo quality, when possible print directly from an 

open PDF (as opposed to printing one and photocopying it) 

 

Reproduction Rights: Thank you for respecting copyright. The original purchaser is licensed to 

reproduce one class set per year for use with his or her own class. Purchaser may not post digital 

versions of the play except within password-protected environments accessible only to current 

students. Please visit ReadAloudPlays.com for more information about copyright and performance 

rights. Thank you! 

 

Comprehension Activities (CCSs Literature items 1, 4, 10). Have students cite evidence from the text 

when completing and reviewing. The full key appears on page 10. 

 

Extension Activities: 

 Create a timeline of the Sit-in Movement showing the time and location of each sit-in. 

 Serve dessert. Both strawberry shortcake and rhubarb pie are referenced in the play. 

 Enact alongside other plays. Consider pairing with Gonna Let it Shine (Selma), We Shall 

Overcome (Birmingham), or any of the other Civil Rights reader’s theater scripts from 

ReadAloudPlays.com.  
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Focus on Common Core – Sitting Down for Dr. King 
 

Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: ________________________________ 

 

 
 

1. In Scene One, what shows you that Bink is 

much younger than David? 
 

A.  She gets more shortcake on her face than 

in her mouth. 

B.  She has a silly nickname. 

C.  She’s eating so fast she’s making a mess. 

D.  All of the above. 
 

2. This is a work of historical fiction. It’s 

based on real events, but the story itself is 

imaginary. What does the author do to show 

you what’s factual? 
 

A.  He makes David’s character unrealistic. 

B.  He uses the Historian to provide factual 

details. 

C.  He separates David’s story from the real 

events from history. 

D.  Nothing. He lets the reader decide what’s 

true and false. 

3. What is the setting of this story? 
 

A.  The recent past in a Woolworth’s 

department store. 

B.  The present in a Woolworth’s restaurant. 

C.  The ancient past in a general store. 

D.  The future in an internet café. 

 

4. In most stories, the main character grows 

and changes. At what point in this play does 

David show he has changed? 
 

A.  In Scene 3 when Grandma explains what 

protests are all about. 

B.  In Scene 4 when he can’t hold his tongue 

any longer. 

C.  In Scene 1 when he tells Bink why the men 

can’t have any shortcake. 

D.  In Scene 4 when he says, “I’ll have what 

they’re having.” 

 
 

Though the characters are speaking them, the author includes questions in the story he wants you, the 

reader, to answer. Locate each of these questions in the play and imagine yourself as the character 

answering them. What would your answer be? Use a separate sheet if you need more space. 
 

5. What’s a sit-in?   

 

 

6. What would you have done?   
 

 

7. What can a handful of protesters expect to accomplish?  

 

 

8. Why don’t you just go home?  
 

 

9. What’s so wrong about that?  

 

 

10. You wanna take a swing at me?  
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