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Characters:

Martin--Martin Luther King, Jr. as a boy Clark and Wallace--the sons of the local grocer
Daddy King—Martin’s father         Medgar—Martin’s friend    Mrs. King—Martin’s mother

Narrators 1 and 2 Viola and Lorraine--older women in Martin’s church
Mrs. Conner--the grocer’s wife Adult Martin--Martin Luther King, Jr. as an adult

Scene 1
the sandlot

NARRATOR 1: Martin Luther King, Jr. 
grew up in Georgia back in the days when 
Babe Ruth was still hitting homeruns and 
movies were always filmed in black and 
white.

CLARK: Pitch it, Wallace.  

MARTIN: Can I play, too?

NARRATOR 2: Martin enjoyed singing 
and riding his bike. He delivered 
newspapers. And he loved to play baseball 
with two white boys in the neighborhood. 

WALLACE: Hey, yeah! Martin is on my 
team!

CLARK: Nuh uh! I get him. He played on 
your team last time.

WALLACE: So? I called it! He’s on my 
team.
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CLARK: Don’t try to push me around, 
Wallace. Else we’ll have to go to the 
grass!

NARRATOR 1: The boys would argue 
about who got to have Martin on his team.
Sometimes they would call each other 
names. Sometimes they would get into 
fistfights. But even as a young boy, 
Martin was a peacemaker.

MARTIN: No sirs! My daddy 
says you shouldn’t talk like 
that. There will be no fighting 
neither. 

WALLACE: Your daddy may 
be a preacher, but he ain’t no 
umpire. 

MARTIN: I was on your team 
last time, Wallace. I’ll play for 
Clark today. That’s fair.

WALLACE: I’m going to strike you out, 
Martin King! Just you watch.

MARTIN: I’m not watching anything. Put 
it in here. I’m going to hit a homerun!

Scene 2
the Ebenezer Baptist Church

NARRATOR 2: Martin’s father was 
pastor of Ebenezer Baptist, a church
Martin’s grandfather had started before 
Martin was born.

NARRATOR 1: They called Martin’s 
father Daddy King.

DADDY KING: Just as the Good Book 
says, we must forgive our oppressors. 
Whether black or white, whether young or 
old, we must love our neighbors as 
ourselves. 

VIOLA: 
Look 
Lorraine, 
there’s 
young 
Martin.
Isn’t he just adorable?

LORRAINE: Martin, doesn’t it make you 
proud to see your father standing so tall 
before the congregation?

MARTIN: Yes, ma’am.

VIOLA: You’re going to follow in his 
footsteps, aren’t you, Martin? Will you 
become a preacher like him someday?

The Ebenezer 
Baptist Church

Martin at age 6 (family photo) 
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MARTIN: No ma’am. I’m proud of my 
daddy, to be sure. But when I grow up, my 
dream is to be a shortstop.

MRS. KING: Hello, ladies. It’s nice to see 
you both, but we must be heading for 
home. It’s a long walk.

LORRAINE: That’s a fine child you have 
there, Mrs. King. I pray I live long enough 
to see him up there preachin’ like his 
father.

NARRATOR 2: Martin didn’t know it 
then, but Lorraine and Viola were right 
about him. Someday he’d be known as the 
Reverend Martin Luther King, just like his 
father. 

NARRATOR 1: But there would be some 
hard lessons along the way.

Scene 3
the neighborhood grocery 

store

NARRATOR 2: Clark and Wallace’s 
parents owned a small grocery store near
Martin’s house. 

NARRATOR 1: Martin thought it strange 
that whenever he and his mother went to 
the market, instead of just walking across 
the street, they walked all the way around 
the block to the back door.

MRS. KING: Excuse me, Mrs. Conner.
I’d like two quarts of milk and a pound of 
butter.

MRS. CONNER (sharply): Well you’re 
just going to have to wait. There are other 
customers in front of you.

NARRATOR 2: Sometimes the Kings, 
like all black customers, had to wait to be 
served.

MARTIN: But, Mama, we were here 
before those people. 

MRS. KING: That’s just the way it is, 
Martin. Be polite and keep your tongue.

NARRATOR 1: When they did get 
served, the grocers didn’t always treat 
them very well.

MRS. CONNER (rudely): Now, what is it 
you want?

MRS. KING: Two quarts milk and a 
pound of butter.

MRS. CONNER: You’ll have to pay 
before I go getting it. Do you have your 
money?

NARRATOR 2: Though times were hard 
for many people, the Kings weren’t poor.

MRS. KING: Come now, Mrs. Conner.
Have I ever not had my money? We both 
know it has nothing to do with whether or 
not I can afford it.
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“Martin’s Big Dream” was originally published under the title “I 
Have a Dream” in the Jan./Feb. 2000 issue of Scholastic’s Storyworks
magazine (left) to celebrate Black History Month and Martin Luther 
King Day. Truncated versions have also appeared in Instructor
magazine and in Read Aloud Plays: Symbols of America. It tells the 
story of how a young Martin was prevented from playing baseball with 
two white boys in his neighborhood because of his race. The incident 
presumably influenced his activism for civil rights. The play is based 
on various biographies and King’s own writing, but because much is 
conjectured, it is best classified as historic fiction. The names of 
Martin’s “friends,” for example, have been lost to us. 

Tech Note: Having trouble printing? Pictures not showing up? Try 
opening your PDF viewer (such as Adobe) before opening the file 

containing this play. If this fails to fix the problem, visit the FAQ page on TeachersPayTeachers.com.

Reproduction Rights: The original purchaser is licensed to reproduce one class set per year for use 
with his or her own class. Please visit ReadAloudPlays.com for more information about copyright and 
performance rights. Thank you!

Bubble Test Comprehension Activity (CCSs Literature items 1, 4, 10). Have students cite evidence 
from the text when completing and reviewing.  Key: 1. b; 2. a;  3. a;  4. d;  5. b ; 6. d;  7. c;  8. a;  9. 
answers will vary.

Resources:
Martin Luther King, Jr., by Diane Patrick, 1990, Franklin Watts, NY
Martin Luther King, Jr., Free at Last, by David Adler, 1993, Holiday House, NY
Martin Luther King Day by Linda Lowery, 1987, Carolrhoda Books, Minneapolis
Martin Luther King by Rosemary Bray, 1995, Greenwillow, NY
Marching for Freedom by Joyce Milton, 1987, Bantam, NY
MLK Links: www.iei.uiuc.edu/web.pages/holidays/King.html

Extension Activities:
 Listen to an MLK speech. King’s “I Have a Dream” speech is available on video through most public 

libraries.  Segments are also recorded on many on-line and CD-Rom encyclopedias.
 Watch Civil Rights Movies.  Disney’s Selma, Lord, Selma and Ruby Bridges are geared toward young 

audiences and accurately depict the civil rights struggle. 
 Enact along side other plays. ReadAloudPlays.com has numerous Black History plays including 

several about Dr. King at various stages in his life. 
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Page 2 (frontispiece): March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom (PD US Gov.);   Page 3: Ebenezer Baptist interior 
view, author unknown, (PD old); Martin at age 6, family photo (PD old); Page 6: King birth home, National Park 
Service (PD US Gov.); Page 7: (PD US Gov.); Page 8: Lossy.  King delivering “I Have a Dream” speech at the 
Lincoln Memorial (PD US Gov.)


